
Juni Khyat (जूनी ख्यात)                                                                                            ISSN: 2278-4632 

Vol-16, Issue-04, No.01, April: 2026 

Page | 1                                                                                                    Copyright @ 2026 Author 

TOURSIM-LED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT GENERATION : 

EVIDENCE FROM  REWA DISTRICT,  MADHYA PRADESH  

 

SAURABH SINGH  Research Scholar Department of  Commerce APSU Rewa (M.P.) 

Dr.  RAVI PRAKASH PANDEY Assistant Professor Sharda Mahavidyalay Sarla nagar Maihar 

(M.P.) 

MANISH KUMAR SONI Research Scholar Department of  Commerce APSU Rewa (M.P.) 

 

Abstract 

Tourism is recognized as a vital sector for economic development and employment generation, 

particularly in developing regions of India. This study examines the economic impact of tourism and 

its role in local employment generation in Rewa District, Madhya Pradesh. The research is based on 

a descriptive and analytical methodology using both primary data (field visits, interviews, and 

observations) and secondary data (government reports, tourism statistics, and academic literature). 

The study identifies that Rewa District possesses significant tourism potential due to its natural 

attractions such as waterfalls, along with historical and cultural heritage sites. Tourism activities in 

the region contribute to income generation, growth of small and medium enterprises, and 

infrastructure development. The findings reveal that tourism creates both direct and indirect 

employment opportunities in sectors such as hospitality, transportation, local trade, and handicrafts, 

thereby supporting livelihood diversification and inclusive growth. 

However, the study also highlights several challenges, including inadequate infrastructure, limited 

promotion, poor connectivity, seasonal fluctuations in tourist inflow, and lack of skilled manpower. 

These constraints restrict the full utilization of tourism potential and limit its economic benefits. 

The paper concludes that with proper planning, investment, and policy implementation, tourism can 

become a major driver of sustainable economic development in Rewa District. It emphasizes the 

need for infrastructure improvement, skill development, community participation, and adoption of 

sustainable tourism practices to maximize economic gains and ensure long-term development. 
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1.Introduction  

Tourism has become one of the most significant sectors contributing to global economic growth and 

development. It plays a vital role in generating income, creating employment opportunities, and 

promoting regional development, particularly in developing countries like India [3]. The tourism 

industry contributes substantially to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and supports multiple allied 

sectors such as transportation, hospitality, handicrafts, and local services [7]. In India, tourism is 

recognized as a key driver for socio-economic development, especially in rural and semi-urban areas 

where alternative employment opportunities are limited [4]. 

The Government of India and various state governments have taken several initiatives to promote 

tourism as a means of economic development. Reports from the Ministry of Tourism indicate that 

tourism not only contributes to national income but also facilitates infrastructure development and 

cultural preservation [1]. Similarly, the Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board emphasizes that tourism has 

significant potential to boost the state economy by attracting both domestic and international tourists 

[2]. Madhya Pradesh, often referred to as the “Heart of India,” is known for its rich cultural heritage, 

historical monuments, wildlife, and natural attractions, making it one of the important tourism 

destinations in the country [5]. 

Within Madhya Pradesh, Rewa District holds a unique position due to its rich natural and cultural 

resources. According to the District Census Handbook, Rewa is characterized by diverse 

geographical features, including plateaus, forests, and river systems, which provide a strong base for 
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tourism development [6]. The district is particularly प्रसिद्ध for its magnificent waterfalls such as Keoti, 

Chachai, and Bahuti, which attract a large number of visitors, especially during the monsoon season. 

In addition, historical sites like Rewa Fort and Govindgarh Palace, along with various religious 

places, enhance the tourism appeal of the region. 

Tourism in Rewa has the potential to significantly contribute to the local economy by generating 

income and employment opportunities. Studies suggest that tourism development leads to the growth 

of small businesses, increased demand for local products, and improved livelihoods of local 

communities [10]. The economic survey of Madhya Pradesh also highlights that tourism can act as a 

catalyst for regional development by improving infrastructure and increasing investment in backward 

regions [8]. In Rewa, local people are engaged in tourism-related activities such as transportation 

services, food stalls, handicrafts, and guiding services, which directly or indirectly contribute to 

employment generation. 

Furthermore, tourism plays an important role in inclusive development by providing employment 

opportunities to marginalized sections of society, including women and youth [7]. It also encourages 

the preservation of cultural heritage and traditional practices, thereby promoting sustainable 

development [9]. However, despite its potential, tourism in Rewa remains underdeveloped due to 

lack of proper infrastructure, limited promotion, and inadequate policy implementation. 

Therefore, it becomes essential to examine the economic impact of tourism and its role in 

employment generation in the specific context of Rewa District. This study aims to analyze how 

tourism contributes to local economic development and livelihood generation, while also identifying 

the challenges and opportunities for sustainable tourism growth in the region. 

 

2.Objectives of the Study  

The present study aims to examine the economic impact of tourism and its role in generating local 

employment in Rewa District of Madhya Pradesh. Tourism is widely recognized as an important tool 

for regional development, income generation, and livelihood diversification [3][7]. In this context, 

the study is designed with the following specific objectives: 

2.1 To analyze the tourism potential of Rewa District 

Rewa District is endowed with a variety of natural, historical, and cultural resources, including 

waterfalls, forts, and religious sites. However, many of these resources remain underutilized. 

Identifying and analyzing the tourism potential is essential to understand how these resources can be 

effectively developed and promoted [2][5]. This objective focuses on assessing the availability, 

attractiveness, and current utilization of tourism assets in the region. 

2.2 To examine the economic impact of tourism in the region 

Tourism contributes to economic development by generating income, increasing local business 

activities, and promoting infrastructure development [1][8]. This objective aims to evaluate how 

tourism influences the local economy of Rewa District in terms of revenue generation, growth of 

small enterprises, and overall economic improvement. 

2.3 To assess the role of tourism in local employment generation 

Employment generation is one of the most significant benefits of tourism. It provides both direct and 

indirect job opportunities in sectors such as hospitality, transportation, and handicrafts [7]. This 

objective focuses on analyzing how tourism contributes to job creation in Rewa, particularly for local 

youth, women, and unskilled workers, thereby supporting inclusive development [4]. 

2.4 To identify challenges in tourism development in Rewa District 

Despite having rich tourism resources, Rewa faces several challenges such as inadequate 

infrastructure, lack of awareness, poor marketing, and seasonal dependency [6]. Identifying these 

constraints is crucial for understanding the barriers that limit tourism growth and its economic 

benefits. 

2.5 To suggest strategies for sustainable tourism development 

Sustainable tourism ensures long-term economic benefits while preserving natural and cultural 

resources [9]. This objective aims to propose practical recommendations for improving tourism 
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infrastructure, enhancing promotion, developing skills among local people, and ensuring 

environmental conservation in Rewa District. 

 

3.Research Methodology  

The present study adopts a systematic and analytical approach to examine the economic impact of 

tourism and its role in local employment generation in Rewa District, Madhya Pradesh. A 

combination of qualitative and quantitative methods has been used to ensure a comprehensive 

understanding of the research problem. 

3.1 Research Design 

The study is based on a descriptive and analytical research design, which focuses on understanding 

the current status of tourism and its economic implications in Rewa District. Descriptive research 

helps in identifying patterns, trends, and relationships between tourism activities and employment 

generation [4]. The analytical aspect further enables interpretation of economic contributions and 

challenges associated with tourism development [3]. 

3.2 Sources of Data 

3.2.1 Primary Data 

Primary data has been collected through: 

• Field visits to major tourist destinations such as waterfalls, historical sites, and local markets 

in Rewa. 

• Informal interviews with local stakeholders including shopkeepers, transport providers, hotel 

staff, and tourists. 

• Observation method, which helped in understanding tourist behavior, seasonal trends, and 

local participation in tourism activities. 

Primary data plays a crucial role in capturing ground-level realities and understanding the socio-

economic impact of tourism on local communities [7]. 

3.2.2 Secondary Data 

Secondary data has been collected from various reliable sources such as: 

• Government reports and publications (Ministry of Tourism, Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board) 

[1][2] 

• Economic surveys and statistical data [8] 

• Research papers, journals, and books related to tourism and regional development [5][10] 

• Census data and district-level reports for demographic and economic insights [6] 

Secondary data provides a theoretical and statistical foundation for the study and helps in validating 

primary findings. 

3.3 Sampling Technique 

The study uses a purposive sampling method, where respondents are selected based on their direct or 

indirect involvement in tourism-related activities. This includes: 

• Local residents engaged in tourism services 

• Small business owners 

• Tourists visiting Rewa 

This sampling method ensures that relevant and meaningful information is collected from key 

stakeholders. 

3.4 Data Analysis Techniques 

The collected data has been analyzed using: 

• Descriptive analysis to explain trends in tourism and employment 

• Comparative analysis to understand seasonal variations and economic changes 

• Qualitative interpretation of interview responses and field observations 

These techniques help in understanding the economic contributions of tourism and identifying key 

patterns and challenges [3][7]. 

3.5 Scope of the Study 

The study is limited to Rewa District of Madhya Pradesh and focuses primarily on: 
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• Major tourist destinations within the district 

• Economic impact of tourism on local communities 

• Employment generation through tourism-related activities 

The findings are specific to the region but may have broader implications for similar districts with 

untapped tourism potential. 

3.6 Limitations of the Study 

Despite careful planning, the study has certain limitations: 

• Limited availability of updated statistical data at the district level 

• Dependence on qualitative responses in some cases 

• Seasonal variation in tourism affecting data consistency 

• Limited sample size due to time and resource constraints 

However, efforts have been made to ensure reliability and validity of the findings through cross-

verification of data sources [1][6]. 

 

4. Tourism Potential of Rewa District 

Rewa District, located in the northeastern part of Madhya Pradesh, possesses significant tourism 

potential due to its rich natural beauty, historical heritage, and cultural diversity. Despite being 

relatively underdeveloped as a tourist destination, the district has a wide range of attractions that can 

contribute to economic growth and employment generation if properly developed and promoted. 

4.1 Natural Tourism Resources 

Rewa is widely known for its spectacular natural landscapes, particularly its waterfalls, which are 

among the highest and most scenic in India. Major waterfalls such as Keoti, Chachai, Bahuti, and 

Purwa attract a large number of tourists, especially during the monsoon season. These natural 

attractions not only enhance the aesthetic value of the region but also provide opportunities for eco-

tourism and adventure tourism [5]. 

The geographical features of Rewa, including plateaus, forests, and river systems, further add to its 

tourism appeal. According to district-level reports, such natural resources form a strong base for 

tourism development and can be utilized for sustainable tourism practices [6]. 

4.2 Historical and Heritage Tourism 

Rewa District has a rich historical background, reflected in its forts, palaces, and ancient structures. 

Prominent heritage sites such as Rewa Fort and Govindgarh Palace showcase the architectural and 

cultural legacy of the region. These sites attract history enthusiasts and contribute to heritage 

tourism. 

Heritage tourism plays a significant role in preserving cultural identity while also generating revenue 

and employment opportunities [10]. However, many of these sites require proper conservation, 

maintenance, and promotion to fully utilize their tourism potential. 

4.3 Religious and Cultural Tourism 

Religious tourism is another important aspect of Rewa’s tourism potential. The district is home to 

several temples and religious places that attract pilgrims throughout the year, especially during 

festivals and special occasions. 

Cultural events, fairs, and traditional practices also enhance the attractiveness of the region. Such 

activities not only promote tourism but also support local artisans and cultural performers, thereby 

contributing to socio-economic development [9]. 

4.4 Emerging Eco-Tourism Opportunities 

With increasing awareness of sustainable development, eco-tourism has emerged as a promising area 

in Rewa District. The presence of natural landscapes, forest areas, and biodiversity provides 

opportunities for developing eco-friendly tourism initiatives. 

Eco-tourism promotes environmental conservation while generating income and employment for 

local communities [9]. If properly managed, it can become a sustainable model for tourism 

development in Rewa. 
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4.5 Accessibility and Connectivity 

Accessibility is a key factor in tourism development. Rewa is connected by road and rail networks to 

major cities in Madhya Pradesh and neighboring states. However, limited connectivity and lack of 

advanced transportation facilities act as constraints for tourism growth [2]. 

Improving transportation infrastructure and connectivity can significantly enhance tourist inflow and 

overall development of the tourism sector. 

4.6 Overall Assessment of Tourism Potential 

The tourism potential of Rewa District is high but largely untapped. The district has a unique 

combination of natural, historical, and cultural resources, which can attract a diverse range of 

tourists. According to tourism development studies, regions with such diverse attractions have strong 

potential for economic growth and employment generation if supported by proper planning and 

investment [1][8]. 

However, challenges such as lack of infrastructure, insufficient promotion, and limited policy 

implementation hinder the effective utilization of these resources. Therefore, a strategic approach 

focusing on sustainable development, infrastructure improvement, and community participation is 

essential to unlock the full tourism potential of Rewa District. 

 

5. Economic Impact of Tourism  

Tourism plays a significant role in the economic development of a region by generating income, 

enhancing infrastructure, and stimulating various allied sectors. In the context of Rewa District, 

Madhya Pradesh, tourism has emerged as a potential driver of local economic growth, although its 

full capacity is yet to be realized. 

5.1 Income Generation and Revenue Growth 

Tourism contributes directly to income generation through various channels such as accommodation 

services, food and beverages, transportation, entry fees, and local markets. In Rewa, tourist inflow to 

destinations like waterfalls and historical sites increases spending in nearby areas, benefiting local 

vendors, shopkeepers, and small business owners. 

According to tourism studies, tourist expenditure creates a direct flow of income into the local 

economy, which supports livelihoods and increases purchasing power [1][3]. This is particularly 

important in regions like Rewa, where industrial development is limited and alternative income 

sources are needed. 

5.2 Multiplier Effect on Local Economy 

One of the most important economic contributions of tourism is its multiplier effect. The money 

spent by tourists circulates within the local economy, creating additional economic activities. For 

example: 

• Hotels purchase food from local farmers 

• Transport operators depend on fuel and maintenance services 

• Handicraft sellers benefit from increased demand 

This interconnected economic activity leads to overall economic growth and diversification [7][10]. 

In Rewa, this multiplier effect is visible in the growth of small-scale businesses around tourist spots. 

5.3 Infrastructure Development 

Tourism development often leads to improvements in infrastructure such as roads, transportation, 

communication, water supply, and sanitation facilities. In Rewa District, the presence of tourist 

destinations has encouraged the development of basic infrastructure, which benefits both tourists and 

local residents. 

Government reports suggest that tourism acts as a catalyst for infrastructure development, especially 

in underdeveloped regions [8]. However, in Rewa, infrastructure development is still in its early 

stages and requires further investment and planning. 

5.4 Development of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 

Tourism promotes the growth of small and medium enterprises, including: 

• Hotels and guest houses 

• Restaurants and food stalls 
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• Travel agencies 

• Local handicraft and souvenir shops 

These enterprises play a crucial role in local economic development by generating income and 

employment opportunities. Studies indicate that tourism significantly supports entrepreneurship and 

small business growth in rural areas [5][10]. In Rewa, many local residents depend on such tourism-

related activities for their livelihood. 

5.5 Contribution to Government Revenue 

Tourism also contributes to government revenue through taxes, entry fees, and other charges. This 

revenue can be reinvested in infrastructure development and tourism promotion. 

In Madhya Pradesh, tourism has been identified as a key sector contributing to state revenue and 

regional development [2]. Although Rewa’s contribution is relatively small compared to major 

tourist destinations, it has the potential to increase significantly with proper development strategies. 

5.6 Regional Development and Economic Diversification 

Tourism helps in reducing regional disparities by promoting development in less industrialized areas. 

In Rewa, tourism provides an alternative source of income apart from agriculture, which is the 

primary occupation of the local population. 

Economic studies highlight that tourism encourages diversification of the local economy, making it 

more resilient and sustainable [4][8]. This is particularly important for rural and semi-urban regions 

like Rewa. 

5.7 Seasonal Nature of Economic Benefits 

Despite its benefits, tourism in Rewa is largely seasonal, with peak activity during the monsoon and 

holiday periods. This seasonal nature affects the consistency of income and employment 

opportunities. 

Seasonality is a common challenge in tourism-dependent regions, leading to fluctuations in 

economic benefits [6]. Addressing this issue requires diversification of tourism activities and year-

round promotion. 

5.8 Overall Economic Assessment 

Overall, tourism has a positive impact on the economy of Rewa District by generating income, 

promoting small businesses, and supporting infrastructure development. However, its contribution 

remains limited due to challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, lack of promotion, and seasonal 

dependency. 

With proper planning, investment, and policy support, tourism can become a major driver of 

economic growth in Rewa District, contributing significantly to regional development and poverty 

reduction [1][3][7]. 

 

6. Employment Generation through Tourism  

Tourism is an important source of employment generation, especially in developing regions like 

Rewa District. It creates a variety of job opportunities for both skilled and unskilled workers, thereby 

supporting local livelihoods and reducing dependency on agriculture [7]. 

Tourism in Rewa generates direct employment in sectors such as hotels, restaurants, and tourist 

services, where local people work as staff, guides, and service providers. At the same time, it also 

creates indirect employment in transportation, local markets, handicrafts, and food supply chains. 

These activities help in increasing income opportunities for local residents [3][10]. 

Additionally, tourism leads to induced employment, where increased spending by tourism workers 

generates further economic activities in sectors like retail and services. This creates a multiplier 

effect, contributing to overall economic development [7]. 

However, employment in Rewa’s tourism sector is largely seasonal, with peak opportunities during 

the monsoon season when tourist inflow is highest. This leads to income instability and job 

insecurity for local workers [6]. 

Tourism also provides opportunities for youth and women, enabling inclusive growth and 

participation in economic activities. However, lack of proper training and skills remains a major 

challenge, affecting service quality and income potential [4][5]. 
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Overall, tourism plays a significant role in employment generation in Rewa District, but its full 

potential can be realized through skill development, better planning, and sustainable tourism 

practices [1][7]. 

 

7. Challenges in Tourism Development  

Despite having significant tourism potential, Rewa District faces several challenges that hinder its 

development and limit its economic benefits. One of the major issues is the lack of adequate 

infrastructure, including poor road connectivity, limited accommodation facilities, and insufficient 

basic amenities for tourists [8]. 

Another key challenge is the lack of proper promotion and marketing. Compared to major tourist 

destinations in Madhya Pradesh, Rewa remains relatively unknown, resulting in low tourist inflow 

[2]. 

The tourism sector in Rewa is also affected by seasonal fluctuations, as most visitors come during 

the monsoon season to view waterfalls. This leads to irregular income and limited year-round 

employment opportunities [6]. 

Additionally, there is a shortage of skilled manpower in areas such as hospitality, guiding, and 

tourism management, which affects service quality and tourist satisfaction [5]. 

Environmental concerns are also emerging due to unplanned tourism activities, especially around 

natural sites, which may lead to degradation if not properly managed [9]. 

Overall, these challenges highlight the need for better infrastructure, effective promotion, skill 

development, and sustainable tourism practices to fully utilize the tourism potential of Rewa District 

[1][8]. 

 

8. Discussion  

The study reveals that tourism in Rewa District has a positive impact on economic development and 

employment generation, but its potential remains underutilized. Tourist inflow to natural and 

historical sites contributes to income generation and supports local businesses such as transportation, 

food services, and small trade activities [1][3]. The presence of a multiplier effect further strengthens 

the local economy by creating additional economic opportunities [7][10]. 

Tourism also plays an important role in generating employment, particularly for local youth and 

economically weaker sections. However, most of these jobs are informal and seasonal, leading to 

income instability and limited long-term benefits [6][7]. 

Despite having rich natural and cultural resources, tourism development in Rewa is constrained by 

poor infrastructure, limited promotion, and lack of effective policy implementation [2][8]. 

Additionally, the absence of skilled manpower affects service quality and reduces tourist satisfaction 

[5]. 

The study also highlights the importance of adopting sustainable tourism practices to protect natural 

resources and ensure long-term benefits [9]. Community participation and skill development are 

essential for maximizing the economic impact of tourism. 

Overall, tourism has strong potential to drive economic growth and employment in Rewa District, 

but it requires strategic planning, infrastructure improvement, and sustainable management to 

achieve its full benefits [1][3][7]. 

 

9.Conclusion 

The present study concludes that tourism in Rewa District, Madhya Pradesh, holds substantial 

potential for economic development and employment generation. The district is endowed with rich 

natural resources such as waterfalls, along with historical and cultural heritage, which collectively 

form a strong base for tourism development. However, despite these advantages, tourism in Rewa 

remains underdeveloped and underutilized. 

The findings of the study indicate that tourism contributes positively to the local economy by 

generating income, promoting small businesses, and creating both direct and indirect employment 

opportunities. Local communities benefit from tourism-related activities such as transportation, 
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hospitality services, and small-scale trade. This aligns with broader research which suggests that 

tourism acts as an effective tool for regional development and livelihood diversification [1][3][7]. 

Moreover, tourism in Rewa supports inclusive growth by providing employment opportunities to 

youth, women, and economically weaker sections. It also contributes to infrastructure development 

and encourages the preservation of cultural and natural heritage. However, the economic benefits of 

tourism are not fully realized due to several constraints such as poor infrastructure, lack of 

promotion, limited connectivity, and seasonal fluctuations in tourist inflow [2][6][8]. 

Another important conclusion is that the tourism sector in Rewa is largely informal and lacks proper 

organization and professional management. This limits income potential and affects the quality of 

services provided to tourists. Additionally, the absence of sustainable tourism practices poses risks to 

the natural environment, which is one of the key attractions of the district [9]. 

Therefore, while tourism has already begun to contribute to the economic and social development of 

Rewa District, there is a need for strategic interventions to unlock its full potential and ensure long-

term sustainability. 
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