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“WHAT is at present called the Carnatic consists of a tract of land extending along the peninsula of
Hindostan, lately the territory of the Nabob of Arcot, from north latitude 15° to about 10°. Its present

capital Is Madras, well known as the seat of a British governor, and remark- able for the celebrated
struggle between the British and French nations, which was terminated by the peace of 1763, and
which laid the foundation of the British dominions in India. A residence of nearly twenty years in that
country or its neighbourhood having afforded me abundance of oppor- tunity of making myself
acquainted with it, I might easily describe it at great length. But as this has been already repeatedly

done by others, I shall satisfy myself, in this Essay, with a few statistical remarks, which may not

perhaps be without their utility”!
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“XXIII. LANGUAGE.
The language spoken by all classes of people, from the eastern Ghauts to the inland range of hills, is
chiefly Telinga: Canary and Tamul are under- stood by most persons; and the former indeed is spoken
promiscuously with Telinga. As soon as we cross the inland range of hills at Nidgcul, we hear no other
language but Canary; it continues as far as Hurryhurr, where Mahratta begins to be understood, and is
used in all writings and accounts.

Telinga prevails in the eastern or Sirah hills, which separate the Mysore from the ceded districts.
All people of distinction understand Mahratta, and all public orders from the Durbar are written in that
language.

Hindostani is also understood, but not so universally as might be imagined.””?
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XXIV. LEARNING.
| have found but few learned men among the Hindoos in the Mysore, as during the reign
of Hyder and Tippoo the sciences were by no means encouraged: medicine, or rather quackery, alone
was rewarded by moor- men; hence pretenders to this science, makers of nostrums and pro- vocatives,
and sorcerers, are to be found in abundance wherever the Mahometan religion is established.

All books of science are written either in Sanscrit, in the Dewanagar character, or in Telinga,
in the southern, and Mahratta, in the northern pro- vinces; the few. Canary works are only translations
as for example, the Ramayana and Bhagavat; and indeed these scarcely deserve the name of
translations, as in them the conjunctions only are Canary, and the rest Sanscrit. The songs used by the
dancing women are almost all Telinga; the songs of the common people are in that language even in
those parts of the country where it is not understood. They have likewise considerable collections of
Moorish and Persian songs.

Their dramas are mere travesties of the national epic works, as of the Ramayana and
Bhagavat: the promptor, as he might be called, recites the most remarkable passages before every
scene, in Sanscrit verse, understood very often by nobody present, not even by himself. It is then acted
and spoken over again in the vulgar tongue, and much wit and satire are frequently displayed by the
actors: no class of people, not even the ministers of state (Dewans) or Bramins, are spared the former
are represented as avaricious, selfish, intriguing; and the latter as hypocritical, dishonest, supercilious,
arrogant, dastardly rogues.

In the northern Circars | have seen women of the dancing cast introduced as actresses; but
in the Mysore they always employ Bramin boys to act the female parts, and some of them perform the
characters with so much skill, that we almost forget they are not women.

A merry Andrew, or buffoon, is a person never to be dispensed with. Comedies of this
kind last for seven or eight nights, beginning at seven in the evening and continuing till day light.

What learning exists is entirely confined to the Bramins; the lower classes are satisfied if
they understand common arithmetic, reading, and writing, and few of the cultivators of land possess
even this degree of knowledge’”
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“ MINUTE BY SIR THOMAS MUNRO, ON THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY, AND
THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.
31ST DECEMBER, 1824.

We are now masters of a very extensive empire, and we should endeavour to secure and
improve it by a good in- ternal administration. Our experience is too short to judge what rules are best
calculated for this purpose. It is only within the last thirty years that we have here begun to acquire
any practical knowledge; a longer period.......

We must not be led away by fanciful theories founded on European models, which will
inevitably end in disap- pointment. We must not too hastily declare any rights permanent, lest we give
to one class what belongs to an- other. We must proceed patiently, and as our knowledge of the
manners and customs of the people and the nature and resources of the country increases, frame
gradually from the existing institutions such a system as may advance the prosperity of the country,
and be satisfactory to the people. The knowledge most necessary for this end is that of the landed
property and its assessment, for the land is not only the great source of the public revenue, but on its
fair and moderate assessment depend, the comfort and happiness of the people.......

From Pulicat to Ganjam, in the Ceded Districts, the Baramahl and Coimbatore, it seems to have
been always, as now, little known, except as enam from the sovereign. Along the Malabar coast, and
above the western Ghauts, from Soonda to Wynaud, it seems to have existed from a remote period as
now almost universally, and in the Carnatic, Tanjore, and Madura. In all these provinces it is important
to recollect, that when they first fell under the British dominion, the land, whether private property or
Circar, was held in small portions by a great body of petty owners inmediately of the princes, the
Poligars of the south........... »10
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5. "The vernaculars are the living languages of this great continent. English is the vehicle of learning
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9. This most intolerable of all evils arises from our system, from bringing every man man before an

European magistrate, who knows little of the people, or of what he ought to be believe or reject, instead
of assigning more of the duty of investigation to natives, who are so much better qualified to appreciate
evidence -Colonel Munro..

10. The Life Of Major-General Sir Thomas Munro, Bart And K.C.B., Late Governor Of Madras.With
Extracts From His Correspondence And Private Papers. By The Rev. G. R. Gleig, M.A. M.R.S.L. &C.,
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Camp near Combaconum, 3rd August, 1826.

MY DEAR SIR,

I RECEIVED, some time before leaving Madras, your letter of the 19th February, by your friend Mr.
Findlay Anderson. He appears to be a smart lad, and I hope will in time make a good public servant. |
agree with you entirely in thinking that a great deal too much importance is attached to a proficiency
in the Indian lan- guage, and | was therefore glad to see the motion at the India House, for making all
cadets pass an examination in them, rejected. An officer wants little more of the Native language than
what is necessary to make his men under- stand him in all points of duty. Many of our best officers
have merely this knowledge, and some of our best Orien- talists are mere linguists, and better
calculated for domines than officers. We have too many restrictions, both civil and military. A young
man's prospects should never be permanently destroyed for mischievous pranks, or idleness at college
or school. A lad, who is idle at fifteen or six- teen, often becomes studious at twenty, and gives great
application to the country languages, after having been a year or two in India, and found their
utility.......... (The Life Of Major-General Sir Thomas Munro, Bart And K.C.B., Late Governor Of
Madras.With Extracts From His Correspondence And Private Papers. By The Rev. G. R. Gleig, M.A.
M.R.S.L. &C., London: Henry Colburn And Richard Bentley, 8, New Burlington Streft. 1830., &)€3

431)

Page | 116 Copyright @ 2024 Author



