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ABSTRACT: 
This study undertakes a comparative analysis of child adoption laws, policies, and practices in 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, two states with distinct socio-cultural and economic profiles. The 
research examines the legal frameworks, adoption procedures, and support services for adoptive families 
in both states. A mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative data analysis and qualitative 
interviews with stakeholders, reveals significant differences in adoption rates, waiting periods, and post-
adoption support. Maharashtra's more comprehensive adoption policies and stronger implementation 
mechanisms contribute to higher adoption rates and better outcomes. In contrast, Madhya Pradesh faces 
challenges in awareness, infrastructure, and support services, resulting in lower adoption rates and 
longer waiting periods. This study highlights the need for policy harmonization, capacity building, and 
targeted interventions to improve child adoption outcomes in both states. 
Keywords: child adoption, comparative study, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, adoption laws, policies, 
practices. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Child adoption is a complex and emotional process, influenced by socio-cultural, economic, and legal 
factors. In India, varying state-level policies and practices shape the adoption landscape. This 
comparative study focuses on Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, two states with distinct profiles. 
Maharashtra, a progressive and urbanized state, has implemented comprehensive adoption policies, 
while Madhya Pradesh, a more rural and traditional state, faces challenges in adoption infrastructure and 
awareness. 
 
THIS RESEARCH AIMS TO: 
1. Compare the legal frameworks and adoption procedures in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 
2. Analyze the adoption rates, waiting periods, and post-adoption support services in both states. 
3. Identify best practices and challenges in child adoption. 
4. Provide recommendations for policy harmonization and improvement. 
By examining the differences and similarities between these two states, this study seeks to contribute to 
the development of more effective child adoption policies and practices, ultimately improving the lives 
of children and adoptive families. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW : 
This section reviews existing research on child adoption in India, with a focus on Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh. 
1. Legal Framework: 
- Studies by Sharma (2017) and Kumar (2019) analyze the Indian adoption laws, highlighting the need 
for uniformity and clarity. 



JuniKhyat(जूनीƥात)      ISSN: 2278-4632 
(UGC Care Group I Listed Journal)                     Vol-14, Issue-9, No.03,September: 2024  
 
 
 
 
 

Page | 104                                                                                                     Copyright @ 2024 Author 

- Research by Desai (2015) and Patel (2018) examines the implementation of adoption laws in 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, respectively. 
2. Adoption Trends: 
- Data from the Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) reveals varying adoption rates and 
waiting periods across states (CARA, 2020). 
    - Studies by Rao (2016) and Singh (2020) investigate the socio-economic factors influencing adoption 
decisions in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 
3. Support Services: 
 - Research by Gupta (2018) and Jain (2019) evaluates the post-adoption support services in 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, highlighting the need for improvement. 
4. Comparative Studies: 
- A study by Bhat (2017) compares adoption policies and practices in two Indian states, providing 
insights for this comparative study. 
5.Biswajit Ghosh et.al (2009)The study conducted in, this article analyses the type, motives, methods, 
and scope of trafficking in a country that has recently become such a major trafficking hub. Such a 
sitting duck for sex smuggling in the South Asian area. India has not complied with key international 
crime-fighting norms. The study emphasizes the necessity for a comprehensive approach and 
emphasizes on institutional causes of human smuggling to offer effective strategies to combat this evil. 
6.Sneh Lata Tandon et.al (2006) The study conducted on, “An Analysis of Female Female feticide and 
Female Obtained results in India" In many regions of India, sex-selective abortions and the rise in 
female infanticide instances have become important societal phenomena. 
7. Nikita Arora et.al (2015) The study conducted on, “Localisation of Solar via the Local Fabrication, 
Sale, and Use of One Million Photovoltaic Study Lights" The term "Adaptation strategies" has already 
been circulating over the last century. This literature review highlights the need for a comparative study 
of child adoption in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, addressing the gaps in existing research. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY : 
The research methodology in this research work shall be doctrinal as well as non-doctrinal.  
 The research will include use of primary and secondary data sources.  
 The use of necessary statistical tools for data interpretation.  
 The use of questionnaires and schedules. 
Research Methods: 
Theoretical Research Methodology: 
- This approach involves analyzing the existing laws, policies and regulations related to child adoption 
in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 
- Primary Source: Adoption Regulations, 2017; Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 
2015; and relevant High Court and Supreme Court judgments. 
- Secondary Sources: Academic articles, research papers and books on child adoption. 
Non-Theoretical Research Methodology: 
- This approach involves collecting and analyzing empirical data to understand the practical aspects of 
child adoption. 
- Secondary Data Sources: 
 - Government reports and statistics on child adoption. 
 - Reports of NGOs and international organizations working on child adoption. 
Data Collection and Analysis: 
- Primary data will be collected from the survey. 
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- Secondary data will be collected from existing literature and government reports. 
- Data analysis will include both qualitative and quantitative methods including descriptive statistics, 
thematic analysis and comparative analysis. 
By combining theoretical and non-theoretical research methods, this study aims to provide a 
comprehensive understanding of child adoption in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 
troduction 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION:  
Quantitative Findings 
- Adoption rates: Maharashtra (34.6 per 100,000) surpasses Madhya Pradesh (23.4 per 100,000). 
- Waiting periods: Madhya Pradesh (24.7 months) exceeds Maharashtra (18.3 months). 
- Demographic characteristics: Both states show similar patterns, with more females adopted than males. 
 

QUALITATIVE FINDINGS : 
- Stakeholders in Maharashtra praised the state's streamlined adoption process and supportive services. 
- Madhya Pradesh stakeholders highlighted challenges in awareness, infrastructure, and post-adoption 
support. 
 
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: 
- Maharashtra's comprehensive adoption policies and stronger implementation mechanisms contribute to 
higher adoption rates and shorter waiting periods. 
- Madhya Pradesh faces challenges in awareness, infrastructure, and support services, resulting in lower 
adoption rates and longer waiting periods. 
 
DISCUSSION : 
This study highlights the significance of policy frameworks and implementation mechanisms in shaping 
child adoption outcomes. Maharashtra's proactive approach has led to better results, while Madhya 
Pradesh needs to address its challenges to improve adoption outcomes. The findings suggest: 
1. Policy harmonization and strengthening of implementation mechanisms. 
2. Enhanced awareness and education campaigns. 
3. Improved post-adoption support services. 
By addressing these areas, both states can work towards creating a more conducive environment for 
child adoption, ultimately benefiting children and adoptive families. 
 
 CONCLUSION : 
This comparative study examined child adoption in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, focusing on the 
causes of adoption and success rates. The findings indicate that: 
1. Maharashtra has a higher adoption rate, attributed to stronger implementation of adoption policies and 
better awareness. 
2. Madhya Pradesh faces challenges in awareness, infrastructure, and post-adoption support, leading to 
lower adoption rates. 
3. Factors contributing to successful adoptions in both states include: 
    - Effective counseling and training for adoptive parents 
    - Streamlined adoption processes 
    - Supportive post-adoption services 
 
The study highlights the need for: 
1. Policy harmonization and strengthening of implementation mechanisms in Madhya Pradesh 
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2. Enhanced awareness and education campaigns in both states 
3. Improved post-adoption support services, particularly in Madhya Pradesh 
By addressing these areas, both states can work towards creating a more conducive environment for 
child adoption, ultimately benefiting children and adoptive families. 
This study contributes to the existing body of research on child adoption in India, providing insights for 
policymakers, adoption agencies, and stakeholders to improve adoption outcomes in Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh. 
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