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ABSTRACT:

Periyar started his activities having central idea about feminism, self respect, community clash,
dignity slave, caste domination, and advocating against women sufferings. He is great activist
and took lot of agitations and organized many meetings and collected lot issues against rich and
poor, caste, colour and creed aspects which are affecting country. He is strongly opposed the
notion ill-treatment. He is called as ‘Pioneer of Radical Feminism’ not only in India but the
world. His concept can serve as a powerful tool to make women and to set-up that the ways in
which they are oppressed and uproot male chauvinism. There is marked improvement in all
spheres and aspects of women and she is permitted to play all the role including army officer,
women pilot, women police station, women operated bus, almost all the leading artist, political
leader, and much more in national level games, highest civic role performed India, but eventually
it does not yield any full-fledged protection by all legal means. Every day the new saddened
story all about women or children affected by one way other. When this is going to be an end?
Women need to given full recognition and no suffering in the name of women. They are no way
inferior to others. This paper outlines the Periyar views about women and their due recognition
in our society and what kind of problems face both in domestic and workplace etc.
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I) INTRODUCTION

"The duty and the responsibility of a rationalist is to thoughtfully and promptly carry out
his actions, in fraternal affection, without considering country, language, God, religion and
caste."
-Periyar

E.V. Ramasamy, much talked person who served and devoted most of the time for the
development women and children. His is focused on central theme both men and are equal.
There is no violations against women in domestic front or any modern office. Mapping his
political and social legacy inspires us not only to revisit the diverse strands of history available to
us as a people, but also to defend the free and rational stream in our political and social
consciousness. His words are far reaching impact and takes the women to the next level. The
constitution provides for equality of sex and offers protection to women against exploitation. The
Sangam literatures portray the position of women in prehistoric Tamil society.

II) LEARNING WOMEN FEMINISM CONCEPT:

“If you educate a man you educate an individual, but if you educate a woman you educate a
family (nation)” -African proverb
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e Simone de Beauvoir, a French Feminist, who wrote the book The 2™ Sex (1949), was born
in 1908. She said, “One is not born, but rather becomes a woman.” This perfectly describes
the circumstances in our society.

e Simone de Beauvoir who resisted all forms of women repression, writes in her book that,
“motherliness is a strange give and take of self-importance, altruism, dream, sincerity, bad
faith, devotion and cynicism.”

e Kate Millett is an American Feminist. She feels that family unit and wedding ceremony are
the two of the most significant pillars that maintain Patriarchy.

e In her popular book, “the Sexual Politics” she narrates, “The complete obliteration of
traditional marriage and the nuclear family is the revolutionary or utopian goal of
feminism.”

e Gloria Steinem who is an American Feminist and Journalist said marriage as an institution
that enchain women.

e Simone de Beauvoir views “Woman escapes complete enslavement to the degree in which
she escapes from the family.”

e Andrea Dworkin “Only when manhood is dead -and it will pass away when devastate
womanliness no longer sustains it -only then will we know what it is to be free.”

e Andrea Dworkin tells that “Female acquaintance of objectification usually stops at a
necessary but outward understanding: beauty is pleased and lack of beauty is penalize.”

e Periyar said, “Women, like men, should dress to their comfort; they should cut their hair
short and should stop beautifying themselves up.”

e Only men hold the right to celebrate sex. This discernment leads to sexual crimes against
women and also to sexual misled.

* A system of prostitution exists all over the world for men to buy the bodies of women and
enjoy their sexual desires.

e Andrea Dworkin and Catharine MacKinnon have raised their voice against prostitution and
the production of porn movies.

III) FIGHT FOR RIGHT CAUSE: POINTS TO PONDER:

Periyar was of the opinion that “Man treats woman as his own property and not as being
capable of feelings, like himself. The way man treats women is much worse than the way
landlords treat servants and the high-caste treat the low-caste. These treat them so demeaning
only in situations mutually affecting them; but men treat them cruelly and as slaves, from their
birth till death.”

They are as follows,
 Chastity
e Gender Equality
e Injustice against Women done by Epics, Puranas, Manudharma and other Religious
Literatures
e Marriage System
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e Need for Change in Life Style of Women

e Measures needed for the up-liftment of Women
e Pregnancy, Childbirth and Family Planning
 Property Rights to Women

e Widow Remarriage and

e Women Education and Employment

iV) PERIYAR CAMPAIGN AGAINST WOMEN AND RESOULTION

The Government should make education basic right for women. Empowerment of women
should be carried out by the government through providing employment opportunities with
priority in the entire government department. The Government should reserve 50 reservations for
women all the job. Training must be given to the women in hard core jobs to eliminate the
identification of weaker sex. Impart technical education to women and make them capable new
tech

SELF-RESPECT CONFERENCE HELD AT CHENGALPATTU: “This Conference
resolves that women should be given equal rights With men for property and for the privilege of
succession and the rights And facilities to be employed in any profession or job, and that
necessary Steps should be taken to employ a greater number of Women teachers in schools
including primary schools”

The major influencing factors affects woman. They are:
e Less of female teachers in schools.
e Access to information and decision-making processes.
e Gender like inequality issue.
e Less enrolment of girls in schools
e Less retention rate and high dropout rate.
*  Occupation of girl child in domestic chores
* Schools established in faraway places etc.
e Social discrimination and economic exploitation

vi) CONCLUDING REMARKS:

“You can tell the condition of a nation by looking at the status of its women”. The
Progress of a country can be judged by seeing the status of its women. - Jawaharlal Nehru
The fight is not for woman’s status but for human worth. The claim is not to end inequality of
woman but to restore universal justice. Indian women have been culturally and negatively
conditioned to consider themselves inferior to men. No longer women going to give up, to be
like candle, spending whole time for the family. After marriage also she not getting her reward or
worthiness what she is really deserve to get that. Thus, the multi-dimensional role played by
Periyar E.V.R. for the emancipation of women rights made him to call as the ‘Pioneer of
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Feminism’ in India. The uniqueness of the leadership of Periyar E.V.R. and his feminist ideology
is to be understood from his innate sense of gender equality and social justice.
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